USDA Community
Food Security
Initiative

What We’re Doing

Seeking to cut hunger in America in half by the
year 2015, the USDA Community Food Security
Initiative is creating and expanding grass-roots
partnerships that build local food systems and
reduce hunger.

How We’re Doing It

USDA is joining with States, municipalities, non-
profit groups, and the private sector to strengthen
local food systems by replicating best practices of
existing efforts and by catalyzing new community
commitments to fight hunger.

Goals We’re Targeting

1) Creating new—and enhancing existing—
local infrastructures to reduce hunger and food
insecurity

2) Increasing economic and job security by
helping low-income people obtain living wage jobs
and attain self-sufficiency

3) Strengthening the Federal nutrition assis-
tance safety net by supporting the full and effi-
cient use of programs such as food stamps, WIC,
school meals, summer feeding, and TEFAP

4) Bolstering supplemental food provided by
nonprofit groups by aiding food recovery,
gleaning, and food donation programs

5) Improving community food production and
marketing by aiding projects that grow, process,
and distribute food locally

6) Boosting education and awareness by
increasing efforts to inform the public about nutri-
tion, food safety, and food security

7) Improving research, monitoring, and eval-
uation efforts to help communities assess and
strengthen food security

Methods We’re Using

Catalyzing the development of new partnerships
on the local, State, and Federal levels to help com-
munities reduce hunger.

Improving the coordination between existing
USDA programs—such as nutrition assistance pro-
grams, community food grants, ongoing research,
farmers’ markets, and food recovery projects—and
related Federal, State, and community initiatives.

Expanding technical assistance to States, com-
munities, and nonprofit groups to build long-term
local structures to increase food security.

Increasing public awareness of the causes of
food insecurity and highlighting innovative commu-
nity solutions to hunger.

For more information, contact: Joel Berg, Coordinator

of Community Food Security, USDA, Room 536-A, 14th &
Independence Aves., SW, Washington, DC 20250. Phone (202)
720-5746, FAX (202) 690-1131, e-mail: Joel.Berg@USDA.gov

www.reeusda.gov/food_security/foodshp.htm



